Dealing With Sin
I John 1:8-10

Introduction:
I. The Deception of Sin – 3:8

A. The Statement – “we do not have sin”
“Not a claim to total sinlessness!”
John’s usage in his Gospel.

9:41 - Jesus said to them, “﻿If you were blind, you would have no sin…”
15:22 - ﻿“If I had not come and spoken to them, they 
              would have no sin”

15.24 - “If I had not done among them ﻿the works which

              no one else did, they would have no sin”
19:11 - “the one who delivered Me to you has the greater

              sin” 

He has in mind a particular sin, not sin in general or sin as a principle.

B. The Results 

1.  We deceive ourselves

John is speaking about one who really believes this about himself.

A hypocrite is not deceived about himself; He is trying to deceive others.
He does not deceive his wife, children, his friends; just himself.
2. The truth is not in him.

He is not saying the man is not saved.

Remember, “WE” and “US” in 6, 7, 8 – 10x

In that statement and on this occasion,
The truth is not in him.

II. The Confession of Sin – 3:9

A. The Statement: “If we confess our sins…”
The requirement:

1.  Not Repentance - when we discover sin

Repentance when we have persisted in sin. Revelation 2-3.
I John’s audience is stable, apparently nothing to repent of (see 2:12-14, 21)

They need to abide in Christ. Stay, Stand or Remain in His truth. 

2.  Not Ask Forgiveness - Certainly Not Beg!
3.  Confess - ὁμολογῶμεν to say the same thing; to agree with God.
What can precipitates our confession?
· The Word of God
· The Holy Spirit - conscience.
B. The Results
Note: the result is NOT eternal life!
Two reasons:
· He is writing to believers. (We/us)

They already have eternal life.

· Confession of sins is never given as a requirement for salvation.

“God Is Faithful”

1. He forgives us the sins – confessed sins which are known.

ἀφῇ - () - literally a sending away
As we walk in the light, sins become known to us, we confess, He forgives.

But what about sins we are unaware of?

2. He cleanses us from all unrighteousness

They are included in the “all unrighteousness”

If there is any difference between the two, it may be that the latter includes attitudes and outlooks that have not found expression in overt sins.

“God Is Just”

God remains just while He forgives the confessing sinner. He forgives on the basis of the shed blood of Christ. He paid for the sin. 

What God’s justice demanded, God’s love supplied.
Questions remains: 

Are not all of our sins forgiven at salvation?

Answer: Yes!
Ephesians 1:7

“In Him we have forgiveness of sins”

Ephesians 4:32

“Even as God in Christ forgave you”

Colossians 2:13
“And you… has he made alive having forgiven you all your trespasses”
Then why do we have to be forgiven again?

The forgiveness at salvation is governmental forgiveness and has to do with relationship.

The forgiveness at confession is family forgiveness, and has to do with fellowship.



Jesus washing the disciples’ feet:

Λελουμένος – full bath
Νίψασθαι – wash-up

Unbelievers need a full bath; believers/disciples only need to wash up.

III. The Arrogance of Sin – 3:10

A. The Statement: “we have not sinned”


Not “haven’t sinned ever” 



No Christian would say that!
Meaning: “we have not sinned that sin revealed by the

                   light”
B. The Results

1. We make Him a liar

Of course God does not become a liar. 

But we are saying that what He says is not true, so, we are saying that He is a liar

2. His Word is not in us

This is like saying his truth is not in us (1:8)
As in verse 8 this does not mean that the person speaking is not a believer.

When one disagrees with God, God’s Word is not in him at that time and as long as the defiance lasts.
Note:  Salvation is never described as “the Word or the Truth abiding in us”.

Biblically speaking “the Word abiding in you” is not a way of saying that you are saved.

Ways of Referring to a Person who has Salvation:
1. Believer

2. Christian 

3. Saved

4. Born again

5. Justified 

6. Sanctified (Positionally)

7. Child of God

Ways of Referring to a Person who is in Fellowship:
1. Disciple

2. Abiding in Christ

3. Word/truth abiding in him

4. Son of God

5. Walking in the Spirit

6. Overcomer

7. Sanctified (Practically)

8. Obedient


Believing with your mind is the only way to believe!

There is no half-way believing!

Or believing or really believing!

You either believe or you don’t believe.

Conclusion:

A Summary of what this passage has taught us about dealing with sin:

· God does not intend that His children live in sin.
· He does intend that they walk in the light.
· When they do, the light shows them their sin.
· If they deny that they have sin (v8) or have sinned (v10), they do not have fellowship with a holy God.
· They are not abiding in the Word and the Word is not abiding in them.
· If they admit that they have sinned, God forgives the sin and cleanses them. Their fellowship continues.


None of this impinges on the reality of their salvation. Their salvation is not of works.
Works Before salvation


Works During salvation or 

Works After salvation.

In I John he is simply not talking about salvation at all. Period!
Ways Some Lordship Salvationist Refer to a Person who has Only Believed Intellectually:





A professing Christian.


A head Christian.


Not a “real” or “true” Believer.


Not “really” Saved or “truly’ Saved.


A person who has not “given his life to Christ” or is not “living for Christ”.


A person who has not made Jesus Lord or Master of his life.


A Seeker.





This is not in 1 John but it fits in the discussion





If a believer consciously sins and refuses to confess the sin(s) thereby setting up a pattern of sin, he is out of fellowship and cannot return to fellowship until he confesses and repents of the sin (Revelation 2:5, 16, 21, 22).








